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Going by the book
The Film Heritage 
Foundation has recently 
released what is perhaps the 
country’s first comprehensive 
book on film preservation 
and restoration. From 
Darkness Into Light, edited 
by Rajesh Devraj, has its 
story on the cover itself – a 
still from the 1950 film, 
Magroor, starring Nigar 
Sultana. The still, from the 
120 mm negative, is 
distinctly decayed. 
The book makes a passionate 
case for why film restoration 
is essential at a time when 
India cinema is seen as a 
more commercial venture 
than a fruit of love and 
labour. Alternating with rare, 
black-and-white stills from 
films and yellowing posters 
are essays by Martin 
Scorsese, Paolo Cherchi Usai, 
David Walsh, Peter Bagrov, 
PK Nair and Shivendra Sungh 
Dungarpur. The book also 
discusses the efforts towards 
film preservation around the 
world with examples, and 
explains what went behind 
restoring three legendary 
films (Kalpana, Titas Ekti 
Nadir Naam and Satyajit 
Ray’s Apu Trilogy). The book 
also suggests 60 landmark 
Indian films that need to be 
restored urgently. 

Shivendra Singh Dungarpur is restoring the print of the first Konkani film, Mogacho Aunddo (below)
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On a reel and prayer

(Top-bottom) Stills from the films Khazanchi and Kismet


